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Abstract The dissertation of Luo Lianggong explores the interplay of politics and
artistry embodied in the poetry of Langston Hughes, the great African American poet
in the twentieth century. It is composed of six parts with focus on the relationships
between Hughes’s political consciousness and the theme, the subject matters, the ar-
tistic point of view, and the artistic form to explore the interplay between politics and
art as well as the different modes of the relationship between politics and art in differ-
ent decades. It is characterized with the following three features: The first lies in his
focus on the interplay of politics and artistry, the mainline of his dissertation, to
develop his exploration. The second is its diachronic and synchronic structure in ac-
cordance with the theme. The third is his insistence of combining theories with textual
analysis.
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