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Title: Ethical Identity and Home Community Imagination in Elizabeth Bishop’s
Questions of Travel

Abstract: Renowned for her “travel writing”, Elizabeth Bishop’s third poetry
collection Questions of Travel focused on her efforts of clarifying and freeing
herself from ethical dilemmas and exploring ethical issues within the human
community in the process of crossing geographical, political, racial, and cultural
boundaries. Questions of Travel documented the ethical identity dislocation faced
by Bishop during her stay in Brazil in the 1950s to 1960s, as well as the resulting
ethical dilemmas. Regarded as a complete “outsider” in her native culture, Bishop
realized multiple instances of ethical identity dislocation and became embroiled in
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postcolonialist ethical dilemmas. Ultimately, Bishop’s unique narrative perspective
and poetic process in Questions of Travel, advocating for prioritizing commitment
to a shared home over other ideological barriers, led to an ultimate ethical choice.
Keywords: Elizabeth Bishop; Questions of Travel; ethical identity; ethical choice;
community imagination
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1 20 Mary Louise Pratt, Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation, London: Rout-
ledge, 1992, 4-7.
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BT NS ET TR INDGER Rk, IR T SR AR I
B3, AMUERMH = F A FE KA s 5 RAEER], LRI H =2 1
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ANERBS AN R T . B S RE N X S BB AR AR BN SR B E bR AN T 2 — AN IR
T AT R ZHARIA RN T B E . SR “iheE” 4R “—Ap
AT 2N I S ) /BB R A IR ——/ s, b — A e
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S ALY (86) o WIXANZIHRE, JHRHE M2 N T RAS],
MEDE “HEEEIS” Bemis, IEWEERF (Jean-Paul Sartre) fTifi, JFHEAESH “—
FOCHE B B TE IR E 59 R E W —— 5 F B AT =4, 24l
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H AN BE ) B S A7 (Nie, “Ethical Literary Criticism: A Basic Theory”
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B, SRR RS TT (96) o IXH “BER—#E” (specklike) IZEPHE
FEIRATE] —HBRedeh (AR I) Bi5E.

JE B Y — BT ESFEL B

— A NE MBS K.
kP 2L FA
FLREDEAGE S, (90)
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FURE AN W b 4 20 1L B AR, T AL R e g E AR T AR H
N AT E SR XA RETTRRA. ALK “HA” . b
Ja, I RBRAE D TR ST, R VE BIARAT NN, AR
ABFINRTT R B XEEHEEIIEH 7 ALl T AR
5 18] BT A R B 73 AOR BE B0 A, RO aons B S JLEE BT SR A RO A,
EE AR U o ORI AR KK i IR -ER BRI T, BRI A A 2
. Mg ARE. BRSNS, XK IEM AT E R 5 52 BIAE AT (8]
HIREEDL BRI BRI E . R B APEA R (abebddff) B
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R R TR BT
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MR R BB TR R, XER CEROEEFN TR
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)77 (Sartre 200, BT A A2 “ Bz B AL S S5 N AE IKS)
717 (143) , EHERWCE AT [HGER P s, X — B3 AEREE
Foth X B B9 8 42 B E R F EBUA 5 ZE 3 B, St — DBk A R A
B SCAL F AR AL R BT i S5 H . R GTAY 1, AN —4 B
FEV By b v e AR A AR ) 55 AR AR R, B %% T I S by J 5k
RS B ARK A B HE RS, s 7 ORE Sl (1 B AR FH 5 X E )
e BEH X T R 1) BORE 32 BORVE T2 /- B« 45 (Charles Wagley)
M CETEIAE)  (Amazon Town: A Study of Man in the Tropics, 1953) , JG#&
— 5 DU P 5 N RS S0t B G e v I R 0 3 SR AL A, SR D R T
XL EARESN. XEHS SR “EBR” E0005, MEHETH
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K iER AL, KT« #ir (David Hess) 7 (E VG2 %) (The Brazilian
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R —HKR(E2EHRRFBE) h, SRR T — A R RWAE . 7]
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KT HRIGE T, RIS
HRAEMN, BBAR,
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BAR, RXAHNRAL T AR5 T R SR L B0, AR AR &
B BRI, ARt A W H O “ER SR o RS - SR
#) (Helen Vendler) FiE, HFHEXHMESIERMFR, JFAMEMBOLR. &
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TFHRMEREUHAETEE” Q7 « MEFERKEMASE W&
HHAZFREEMEER OFMFEMN &, “F7 BESAEAR L.

“OCFERIRA H FIAE T AR MR IR, MufE T o AR AMEH
fEENARAE 2 AR IS KB ARV B, O NSRRI A v MRS 1 A2 37 R s 1
N ANEKRBEREERMEEZLE” (E2H, CUARIEZEMRESR)
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14) o 2P BRAT 5 /R A o AR A B D S, SR L T A AR T
S EFAAE SRR, X RS Bt —3 AT BEIRIE. 1EH
T AS R B AR P o KR AR P, o e aOW B I R I, BR P R
K Fon T oKl RSy R B N R s K A (] IE SR AR P R A
i LA 5 K IR R ) — SR S, B AR R AR e T SRR B
R PGB T AEMERIR AR A, BRHR. . AT ERST
SRR RGN B 5K el e A
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