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Abstract: The narrative and dramatic conflict in George Orwell’s Burmese Days
is structured around a power struggle in the Kyauktada region of Myanmar for the
Burmese membership in the European club. Under the planning of the power sub-
ject U Po Kyin, the main characters in the novel are passively involved in this polit-
ical turmoil, playing the roles of “competitor” or “victim” in the power mechanism.
This article analyzes the rewriting strategy competition between U Po Kyin and
Veraswami in their racial performances, the specific role of the ethical predicament
of the victims they exploit in the operation of power, and the relationship between U

Po Kyin’s rejection of rational will and his achievement of goals as a winner in the
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competition, through which this article delves into how subjects with different racial
and gender identities found their living space in their unique social positions. This
study’s analysis of the tactics in the work goes beyond traditional interpretations of
racism and colonialism, placing greater emphasis on the ethical dilemmas of Bur-
mese characters and their interplay with power, revealing the complexity of individ-
uals in colonial society and Orwell’s anti-totalitarian ideology.
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