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Abstract: In The Surgeon’s Daughter, Walter Scott reveals the existentialist
ethical orientations of the British Jewish diaspora community, as well as the
cultural inheritance and social adaptation mechanisms of intergenerational survival
strategies. Guided by diverse ethical principles, such as economic self-reliance,
Jewish cultural return, and self-value realization, three generations of British Jewish
diaspora, Moncada, Zilia, and Richard, seek recognition within British mainstream
society through overseas investment, interfaith marriage, and secular education,
respectively. Scott’s depiction of the diaspora experiences and historical fate of
the Jewish ethnic group in the context of the British Empire’s colonial expansion
highlights ethical themes such as economic interests versus social justice, personal
happiness versus family ethics, and animal factor versus human factor.



The British Jewish Diaspora Ethical Community in The Surgeon’s Daughter / Huang Landi

Keywords: The Surgeon’s Daughter; British Jewish diaspora ethical community;
intergenerational survival strategies

Author: Huang Landi is Ph.D. Candidate at the School of Foreign Languages,
Northeast Normal University (Changchun 130024, China). Her academic research
focuses on diaspora literature (Email: hld8816(@163.com).

£ (—NEAM L ILY  (The Surgeon’s Daughter, 1981) w1, FL[EJ5H% %
VEZR KRGS « 7] %45 (Walter Scott) Z86 1 LAAE 3 B4 5 SOk 4 F1 75 4% 24 75
SRR, K B R mim e H B A i RAR RS PE T R BN EE A E] . [
B, RS UK IR AN CASE B B SR € T 32 B A R I T LR
NEZ RN, W] SR AEAC BRI SEANG BE A O 1) 8 b ()32 5 18 i
S0 N S o o] e 2R R S [ 00 R A A 3k (R AR i F 1A D7 SRR B DA G . E
ey E AR, B E ST st R &R i B AR R BRGNS AR i 5%
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2 Z Il Nie Zhenzhao, “Ethical Literary Criticism: A Basic Theory,” Forum for World Literature
Studies 2 (2021): 189-207; Nie Zhenzhao, “Ethical Literary Criticism: Sphinx Factor and Ethical
Selection,” Forum for World Literature Studies 3 (2021): 383-398.
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1 2 Nie Zhenzhao, “Ethical Literary Criticism: A Basic Theory,” Forum for World Literature
Studies 2 (2021): 190; &£Z 5] “ NSRRI R 7, CUEBEFRITR) 4 (2022) -
565 %5,

2 2 W, Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, edited by
Edwin Cannan, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1977.
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2 RIAR (CAEERLIL) W5ISCERARRES « 7845, ABEERZIL . K
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1 2 Nie Zhenzhao, “Ethical Literary Criticism: Sphinx Factor and Ethical Selection,” Forum
for World Literature Studies 3 (2021): 389.

2 2 I, Nie Zhenzhao, “Ethical Literary Criticism: Sphinx Factor and Ethical Selection,” Forum
for World Literature Studies 3 (2021): 383-398.
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