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Abstract: In Oresteia, Aeschylus skillfully integrates contemporary issues of
the ancient Greek polis, especially the marginalization of women in public life
during the 5" century BC, into the narrative of the House of Atreus. Aeschylus,
within the preliminary two parts of the trilogy, artfully constructs a tableau of
ethical quandaries confronting various familial identities—father, mother, son, and
daughter—thereby illustrating the gender antagonisms spurred by acts of familial
homicide. It is only in the concluding play, Eumenides, that the cycle of personal
justice driven by retribution is brought to a close through the medium of a judicial
verdict by rational will, thereby indirectly mirroring the gestation and perpetuation
of a sustained bias and hostility towards women, namely misogyny, within a system
where men increasingly dominate public life and women are marginalized to
subordinate positions.
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WA, A T IR . E (BRI L o B R SRR MR R AR A RESR ) 7% T
WFo BRI, A RESE R AR AN, v B 2 AR VIR R R S R AT 2 IR A
B, ARNINIRAE TN, B IR R B Ay . BRI AR AL,
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1 %l Froma L. Zeitlin, “The Dynamics of Misogyny: Myth and Mythmaking in the Oresteia,”
Arethusa 11(1978): 168-169.
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Entralgo, The Therapy of the Word in Classical Antiquity, New Haven: Yale, 1970, 64-71.
2 % Edith Hall, Greek Tragedy: Suffering under the Sun, New York: Oxford UP, 2010, 227.
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Edith Hall, Greek Tragedy: Suffering under the Sun, New York: Oxford UP, 2010, 74-75+224.
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