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Title: Back to 1960s: Reflections on Marital Ethics in “Shiloh” and “The Retreat”

Abstract: In short story collection Shiloh and Other Stories, contemporary American
novelist Bobbie Ann Mason attempts to explore the close connection between the
contemporary marital crisis and the ideological movement of the 1960s through the
portrayal of marital life in the rural South of the United States. Taking the key stories
“Shiloh” and “The Retreat,” this paper will argue that the root cause of the conflict
between husband and wife does not arise from the difference of life style, but the
conflict of marital concepts, that is, the conflict between the contemporary concept of
marriage based on love and the traditional marital ethics based on responsibility from
the perspective of Ethical Literary Criticism. To some extent, the counterculture and
feminist movements have deconstructed the traditional marital ethics in the United
States, but are insufficient and one-sided in constructing a new type of marriage ethics.
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