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Title: Ethics of Gender, Race and Narrative in M. Butterfly

Abstract: American mainstream discourse constructs gender ethics, racial ethics
and narrative ethics to serve its political and cultural hegemony. M. Butterfly
observes the anxiety of Chinese American identity and defends Chinese American
masculinity. Different from the stereotyped images of Chinese males created by
mainstream American discourse, the protagonist Song Liling intended to perform
her gender identity, breaking the binary opposition between good and evil, showing
the multidimension and complexity of Chinese masculinity. Parodying gender and
racial logocentrism, David Henry Hwang exposed the hegemony in the mainstream
society, subverted the narrative ethics of Orientalism and presented Chinese
American writers’ responsibility and value standpoints. However, in the context of
ethnic ethics, the realization of narrative ethics is extremely complicated. Song’s
cross-dressing behavior aroused ethical controversy, which shows that ethical
context produces limitations in narrative and also affects the acceptance of the text.
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R “WAEAE o DRONIAIR ] PR BOE BB ST, AR ] A4
BT AN EE RER R ZAERIREEF L. AR
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o MRS AR AERR R RS B R . CBIRR ) Xt (IR N) X —
IRJT SRS AL FF IR R .« B2 S AR R R QA% O R R AR A7 7
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1 See James Phelan, Reading People, Reading Plots: Character, Progression, and the Interpretation
of Narrative, Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1989, 243-244.
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VT TR PR ARAC BB B . PR SOREEF RE T % A B
. PEEEMEE ML E G EEEXERORE S0, 2R a1
WCERANE, 5 T R B 2% T TR I fff b A s D A% b [ TR R R, TR
V477 SCAREAT S A A rh AR R AT A RO B B0 M SR R TR R N 1%
IENLE R E Sy, RZ RS B s Am B, ARG D Bk
BRI PRA BRI SO RRITES, #HOCLUIAD . BEf a4 MeEES
MESE TP EER, BREFEXMEBETUE, 2 M e ER.
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