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Title: On the Moral Crisis in Under Western Eyes and Razumov’s Ethical Choice
Abstract: Under Western Eyes shows the dilemma and paradox faced by individuals
in Russia’s particular ethical environment. The overwhelming political order
and political environment confuse the moral direction of the novel’s protagonist,
Razumov. Occasionally, he was involved in a political case and faced the two
extreme ethical choices of revolution and autocracy. Supporting the autocratic
government but betraying the revolutionary Harding, it produced a contradictory
dual ethical identity and Razumov fell into an identity crisis and a moral crisis. In
order to get out of the predicament, he made a tragic ethical choice—repentance
and confession of his betrayal, and regained his moral direction. Razumov’s tragedy
reveals that in the extreme political and ethical environment, individuals are always
faced with paradoxes and dilemmas, and it is almost impossible to make ethical
choices that meet the needs of multiple values once and for all.
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